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that is cognised belongs always to the object. Now if all
apprehension is valid, whence do we have the distinction of
valid and invalid knowledge? Prabhakara says that so far
as the element of apprehension is concerned all the so
called invalid cogntions are valid, while the element that is
invalid is no apprehension at all. All illusion is not a unitary
cognition but a composite of two cognitions whose distinc-
tion is not apprehended. Illusion is not positive misappre-
hension but a negative non-apprehension when we fall a
victim to illusion and are misguided by it, the error on our
part is not an error of commission but an error of omission.
The errors occurs not because we fail to apprehend and thus
we miss some relevant future of reality.

Prabhakara as a staunch believer in the Mimamsa
doctrine of self-validity of knowledge reduces all error and
doubt to simply an absence of knowledge. He asserts that
all experience is valid. "It is strange indeed how a cogni-
tion can apprehend an object and yet be invalid/'0 Now, if
all apprehension is valid, whence do we have the distinction
of valid and invalid knowledge? Prabhakara says that so
far as the element of apprehension is concerned all the so
called invalid cognitions are valid, while the element
that is invalid is no apprehension at all. An illusion
is not a unitary cognition but a composite of two cognitions
whose distinction is not apprehended. Illusion is not posi-
tive misapprehension but a negative non-apprehension.
When we fall a victim to illusion and are misguided by it,
the error on our part is not an error of commission but an
error of omission. The error occurs not because we mis-
apprehend reality but because we fail to apprehend and thus
we miss some relevant feature of reality

Prabhakara's theory of illusion is called akhyativada,
because it interprets illusion as the absence of 'khyati' or
knowledge  Prabhakara like the Advaita hofds that the
object of a cognition is that alone which is manifested by it.
In the illusion 'this is silver' what is manifested is the silver;

so its object is the silver and not the nacre as the V/par/-
takhyatlvadin says. Thus, the theory that it manifests an